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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  ECHO SPRING 2023

The calendar says that it is Spring, but we are 
still covered in snow here in Essex from our last 
snowstorm. At my house we were blessed with 

almost 15” of the white stuff, the most we had all year.
We had a busy Fall in 2022 with tours for 7 first 

grade classes from Essex Elementary school and two 
private tours for families with children. The students 
had been to the first-grade tours and wanted to show 
their families the museum. We are always happy to 
show off our museum. We also went to Mansfield Place 
to give a presentation about Essex. Hubie Norton was 
our main speaker and Jan Kilmer and I were there and 
did short presentations and answered  questions they 
had. They seemed to have enjoyed our visit and we 
invited them to come to the museum and look around.

We are looking forward to our new Tales and 
Treasures. We have some exciting programs starting in 
May. A full list is included in this newsletter.

Our seasonal exhibit this year will be businesses 
that did not make the calendar.

We would like to thank the many people that have 
donated to the Tower Fund. We are excitedly waiting 

for work to begin on the water tower at Fort Ethan 
Allen. We are waiting for the town to get bids for the 
work. Our plan is to take lots of pictures of the work 
being done so we have good documentation for our 
records.

Our webmaster, Chuck Willard has been hard at 
work revamping our webpage. Take a look to see our 
programs this year, past ECHO’s, short stories, mobile 
use and much more. Thank you, Chuck!

We will have the museum open this year on May 
20th for the day for Armed Forces Day to celebrate our 
military. There will be a special exhibit for that day 
only highlighting Essex men and women who served. 

Thank you to our members for your donations to 
the historical society and to the Town of Essex who 
generously donate to our organization each year.

We are still looking for more board members. If 
you have an interest in history and would like to be a 
part of preserving our history, please contact any board 
member.

Eva C Clough, President
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MYRON SCULLIN AT GETTYSBURG...
By Tim Jerman

Myron Patrick Scullin was born on July 17, 
1841 and raised in Essex Vermont. In a 
memoir written in 1902 for a regimen-

tal history, he wrote “I was born on a farm 
and attended the common school of my own 
town. When I enlisted I was a mechanic”.  
In 1861, shortly after his mother and he 
had moved to Colchester (where she 
was born), he enlisted in Company D 
of the 13th Vermont regiment. The 13th 

regiment saw relatively easy service, 
camped on the Occaquan River in 
Virginia, until they were called upon 
to march hundreds of miles to the 
small Pennsylvania town of Gettys-
burg, where a major battle was shap-
ing up. Company A arrived with the 
13th on July 2, after the battle was a day 
old, and was quickly placed on Cemetery 
Ridge, which would take the frontal assault 
of Pickett’s charge a day later.

  As Confederate artillery 
opened fire to cover the assault on 
the morning of July 3, Myron took a 
shell fragment on the top his foot at 
the ankle joint and was immediately 
incapacitated. The Burlington Free 
Press reported much later “He 
was left upon the battlefield and 
almost forgotten. Two weeks later, 
on the 17th of July [his birthday!], 
he was found by a member of his 
company with the hospital corps, 
in a barn.”  Myron was removed to 
a hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, 
where his foot was amputated. His 
surgeon, C.W.Jones, told Myron he 
was the only soldier he knew who 
had survived Gettysburg with an 
amputation. At the time, medical 
procedures were under careful 
scrutiny as the army sought to perfect 
cutting procedures to minimize the 
damage to bone and tissue caused 
by the surge in amputations. Due 
to infection, almost any serious 
wound to extremities meant the 
limb would be taken. Doctors were encouraged to 
report and even save limbs from unusual cases if there 
was any way it might provide insight for future cases. 

Myron’s foot was chosen as such a candidate for 
preservation, but not until after his surgeon 

inquired if Myron might like to keep the 
foot. Myron remembered years later that 
he had declined the offer. He recovered 
and was honorably discharged from 
the army. His foot began its journey, 
preserved in alcohol, to the medical 
museum in Washington, D.C. (later 
part of Walter Reed hospital), along 
with thousands of other specimens. 

The story of how Myron found 
his foot is described in the 1907 
13th regimental history: “Mr. Scullin 

accompanied the party which went to 
Gettysburg to attend the dedication of 

the 13th Vermont regiment’s monument 
and later went to Washington with the 

intention at least of making a search for his 
lost foot in the museum where he 
had been told it was placed. On 
arriving at the Capitol he hurried 
away to the museum and after 

some search stood for the first time 
in 36 years with his two feet nearer 
than a mile apart. The bones of 
the foot are neatly mounted on a 
pedestal and are placarded with the 
owner’s name”.

By 1871, Myron was living in 
Boston, employed as a shipping 
clerk for “Henry Johnson and Lord”, 
until 1887 when he returned to 
Burlington. In 1880 he became a 
Grand Army of the Republic local 
leader; a veteran’s group which 
hosted reunions and get-togethers 
much as the VFW does today. 
Myron died in Burlington on May, 
31, 1906 and is buried in Lakeview 
Cemetery not far from Gettysburg 
hero General George J. Stannard. 
His mother Rachel, who endured 

great hardship in Essex, is buried 
in Colchester village cemetery with 
Myron’s father John O. Scullin.

(a small group of local historians is curious about 
whether Myron Scullin’s foot display has survived to 
the present time and is attempting to locate it!)

Myron Scullin 1905.

Myron Scullin 1862.
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NOT AN ESSEX STORY?
By Jerry Fox

During a recent Society 
Directors Board Meeting, Jan 
Kilmer, one of our directors 

handed me a thin manila folder.  It 
had only two items in it, one, a color 
photograph of a compact grave stone 
marked Albert Whitcomb VT; the 
second a photocopy of a section of 
a Federal Population Census page.  
This showed a four-year-old Albert 
Whitcomb living in Essex.  On some 
unremembered occasion Jan and her 
husband, on a trip south visiting Civil 
War battlefields and graveyards, found 
and photographed the stone.  Although 
there were several Whitcomb farms 
in Essex over the years, there was 
nothing in the folder to connect this 
Albert Whitcomb to our town.  

Then one hot, sticky August night 
when it was too muggy to think about anything serious, I 
typed Albert Whitcomb, VT Civil War into my cell phone 
and this “Find a Grave” screen popped up showing that same 
compact grave stone and telling me that it belonged to Albert 

Whitcomb VT, born in Springfield, 
Vt, and that he was buried in the 
Fredericksburg, Virginia Nation 
Cemetery.  Thanks, not an Essex story.

But then, since Albert was 
obviously a Vermonter and a hero, I 
ought to at least check him out in the 
published roster of Civil War soldiers.  
And there he was, in the Vermont’s 17th 
Regiment, Company B, having enlisted 
on February 16, 1864, in ESSEX!  So, 
this is an Essex Story!  And his father, 
Warren, enlisted six days later.  They 
both mustered in on March 1.

Wondering what L. C. Butler had 
to say about all of this, I checked his 
Memorial Record.   Albert, age 18, 
was mortally wounded at the battle 
of Spotsylvania Court House on May 
12, 1864 and died three days later.  

Like son, like father, Warren was wounded on June 18 but 
we don’t know where, and died of disease on July 30 at the 
Alexandria Hospital.  

Yes, a very sad Essex Story.

MORE THAN A LIBRARY... 
in the next Issue of the ECHO

By Laurie Jordan
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Please be sure to like us on Facebook, 
https://www.facebook.com/EssexCommunity

HistoricalSociety/  
and visit our webpage:  

http://essexcommunityhistoricalsociety.org

ANNUAL HARRIET FARNSWORTH POWELL 
FIRST GRADE TOURS

Essex Elementary School first grade teacher Susan Ayers 
helps students Ben and Amanda try on the shoulder yoke during 
their class tour. The yoke was used to carry maple sap buckets.  
All first-grade students tour the Harriet Farnsworth Powell 
Historical Museum every fall to learn about Essex history.  
Following the tour the students have a scavenger hunt and then 
have an opportunity to draw their favorite artifacts.  One student 
drew the pot belly stove.

The Essex Community Historical Society would like to thank 
the following people for their donations of artifacts to the 
Harriet Farnsworth Powell Museum.  Dawn Perrier, daughter 
of Beverley McCuin, for Vermont Toy Farm items, Mary Jean 
Kalanges, for signs from Kalanges Real Estate, Joanne Hol-
comb, for her donation of a Robert Lyons ariel photo of the 
Essex Junction Five Corners taken 25 years ago, Jan Morse 
for her donation of a Betsy Melvin print.  We also received 2 
Town of Essex Bicentennial Coins from 1962.  It is through 
donations from people like these that help us to grow our 
collection at the museum. 
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2023 TALES AND TREASURES PROGRAMS
Trolley Wires to 

Rubber Tires
Wednesday, May 10, in the Kolvoord 

Room, at the Brownell Library 
6 Lincoln Street, Essex Junction, 

Vermont at 7p.m.
Speaker Jim Jones

A Vermont documentary filmmaker, 
author and Burlington native presents 
a colorful program based on his 
recently published 204-page book, 
complete with anecdotes, rare photos, and maps of 
Burlington, Winooski, 
and Essex Junction’s 
public transportation 
system, then and now.  
Discounted signed, and 
numbered books will be 
sold at the program for 
$25, cash or local check. 

The Official Opening of the
Harriet Farnsworth Powell 

Historical Museum
Sunday, June 4, 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

“Show Us Yours, We’ll Show You Ours”

ECHS will “Show You Ours” with unveiling of their 
new 2023 seasonal exhibits. Joining ECHS for the 
afternoon with exhibits, “Show Us Yours”, are the 
Richmond Historical Society, the Jericho Historical 
Society, and the Williston Historical Society.   

Exploration, Experience, 
and Observation of Indian Brook      

Wednesday, July 12, at Memorial Hall
Towers Road, Essex, Vermont at 7 p.m.

Speaker Judy Dow

William and Hannah Virginia 
A Family of Barbers

Wednesday, August 9, at Memorial Hall
Towers Road, Essex, Vermont - 7 p.m.

Speaker Jerry Fox

The 1830 Census raises a gaggle of questions. For the 
first and only time (at least until the

modern era), it showed a black family living in Town.  
But where did they come from?  Why

did they come here? What did he do for a living?  
Where did they go?

The 1805 School House: 
Its History, Recovery and 

Restoration
Wednesday, September 13, 

at Memorial Hall
Towers Road, Essex, Vermont 

at 7p.m.
Speaker Hubie Norton

The building setting in front of the 
cemetery in Essex Center is known 

as the 1805 School House.  This little jewel, passed 
by almost unseen by many, has a unique history 
linking several prominent citizens from the past.  This 
presentation 
will talk about 
the history 
and journey of 
this structure, 
purported by 
some to be the 
oldest building 
in Essex, and 
will describe 
the processes 
involved in its 
ultimate recovery and restoration.  

Essex Community Historical Society, 
Annual Meeting

Tuesday, October 3, at the Fort Ethan Allen 
Military Museum

11 Marcy Drive, in the Fort, Essex, Vermont, at 6p.m.
Speaker William Parkinson

Come to 
the museum 
at 6 p.m. 
to view the 
restoration 
of the Water 
Tower, 
a short 
business 
meeting 
will begin 
at 7 p.m., 
then Will 
Parkinson 
will lead a virtual reality tour of Fort Ethan Allen at his 
Military Museum.  The fort was originally established 
as a U.S. Cavalry post in 1894.



6 The eChO 
 
 Spring 2023

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING WHO HAVE MADE 
DONATIONS SINCE THE FALL 2022 ECHO

Preservation Fund
William Fullerton
Peg Hamlin
James Powers

General Fund
Bruce and Ruth Ann Beers

Fort Ethan Allen Water Tower
Bruce and Ruth Beers
Lorei Dawson
J. Kevin Graffagnino and Leslie Hasker 
Peg Hamlin
Carl and Martha Houghton      
Hubie and Sherry Norton
James Powers
Don and Faye Soderberg
Lee and Mary Stewart    

WATCH FOR REPAIRS ON THE FORT ETHAN ALLEN 
WATER TOWER STARTING THIS SPRING

Phase 1 repairs to the Fort Ethan Allen Water Tower roof and windows will be done this spring. These 
repairs are made possible by grants from the Patrick Foundation, Historic New England, Windham Foundation, 
Walter Cerf Community Fund, and Vermont Historic Preservation Division and Town of Essex capital budget 
appropriations approved by the Town of Essex Selectboard and voters plus donations from individuals too 
numerous to mention.

Scaffolding will be erected all around the building to the underside of the roof. This scaffolding will be 
used to replace windows and a working platform to safely work on the roof. The scaffolding will have a small 
crane at the top to bring small material and supplies up and down. The scaffolding will also have a ladder 
inside of it for workers to access the main roof platform, but different platforms to replace the 10 windows in 
the sides of the tower. 

Additional work to be completed when funds become available are Phase 2 (Installing new steel brackets 
to the stairs and new steel brackets adjacent to the landing brackets) and Phase 3 (Re-grouting the outside and 
inside masonry).  
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✄

Please take a look at 
your address label. The 
expiration date of your 
membership is noted. 
You can use the form 
below to update your 

membership.

ESSEX COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022

President:  Eva Clough (2023-2025)
Vice President:

Secretary: Jan Kilmer (2023-2025)
Treasurer:  Ann Gray (2022-2024

Shawn Bartlett (2022-2024)
Jerry Fox (2022-2024)

Scott Taylor (2023-2025)
Chuck Willard (2021-2023)

ESSEX COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 8388    Essex, Vermont 05451
Membership Form

Please consider becoming a member or renewing your membership at this time. 
Or you can pass this on to someone who would like to become a member.

Your dues will help us add to our collection of Essex memorabilia, maintain the museum, 
publish the ECHO, and sponsor historical programs.

  _______ New member   ______ Renewal of membership

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________

Street  _____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code  _________________________________________________________

Phone Number__________________________ Email________________________________

MEMBERSHIP:

___ Individual membership $10
 
___ Family membership $15

___ Senior membership (60 and over) $5

___ Lifetime: individual, married, civil union  $100

Make checks payable to the Essex Community Historical Society. Thank You.

DONATIONS:

___Water Tower Fund $_____________ 

___ Preservation Fund $_____________ 
(for preserving our Archives)
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ESSEX COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O.Box 8388

Essex, Vermont 05451

In celebration of Armed Forces Day and to honor our military, 
ECHS will open the Harriet Farnsworth Powell Historical Museum 
on Saturday, May 20, 10 am to 3 pm.  

All are invited to attend with a special invitation to all military, 
past and present. Military attendees will be asked, if they are 
willing, to share their stories which we are planning to include in 
our archives. 

Stop by and hear these stories and see exhibits on display 
for the day highlighting Essex men and women who have served 
our country from the Revolutionary War to current times.


